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 Shanghai Summer School 2009

In August 2009 the Architectural Association 
Visiting School will hold its third consecutive 
AA Shanghai Summer School, this year at the 
University of Hong Kong Faculty of 
Architecture Study Centre in central 
Shanghai. The intensive nine-day studio-
based course will investigate new 
computational design approaches in 
architecture and urbanism within the context 
of Shanghai, one of the world’s most rapidly 
growing cities.  Shanghai will be both the 
setting and topic of our work during the 
course, which is open to current and recent 
students as well as professional architects 
and urbanists worldwide.
 The conventional point-block tower and 
low-rise sprawl have been the primary (and 
default) typologies of Shanghai’s urban 
densification and expansion over the last 20 
years. Given the complications arising from 
the global economic turmoil, it seems that 
there never been a more crucial time to 
challenge and propose alternatives to these 
dominant models of urban growth, which are 
tied to China’s continuing policy of urbanising 
an additional 400 million of its citizens over the 
next 20 years. This AA visiting workshop will 
develop computational design tools and 
research concepts that are able to engage with 
the development of alternative social, spatial, 

structural and material systems. It will attempt 
to formulate new discourses on contemporary 
computation and production in the disciplines 
of architecture and urbanism.
 Students will investigate code-based 
modelling and simulation techniques, 
experimenting with prototypical forms of 
high-density, high-rise urbanism. These new 
tools and concepts will be applied to the 
creation of dynamic architectural scenarios 
and urban models in relation to a site in 
central Shanghai, which will serve as the 
testbed for team-based design exercises.
 The course will be taught by tutors from 
the AA School and the University of Hong 
Kong, along with other alumni and visitors. 
During the first few days of the workshop 
students will participate in introductory design 
workshops and seminars, leading to the 
second phase in which they will develop 
design proposals responding to a shared 
studio brief for new ultra-dense, time-sensitive 
forms of architectural urbanism. Alongside 
studio-based design tutorials and seminars, a 
series of lectures and presentations will 
address contemporary urban and architectural 
topics related to the theme of the workshop.

 Applications
The deadline for applications is 31 July 2009; 
late applications will be considered only if 
space is available. Application forms and 
additional information are available online at  
aaschool.net/visitingschool/shanghai, and 
applications can be submitted via email to 
global@aaschool.ac.uk. All participants are 
responsible for securing any travel visa 
required for entry to China, and are advised to 
contact their home embassy early. After 
payment of fees, the AA School can provide a 

letter confirming participation in the 
workshop. Applicants are advised to contact 
the AA as soon as possible in order to apply 
and confirm a place, as space is limited. 
Places can only be reserved upon receipt of a 
completed application form, a short written 
statement saying why you are interested in the 
course and full fees, sent to Sandra Sanna, 
Administrative Coordinator of the AA Visiting 
School. 

 Accommodation & Costs
Accommodation during the workshop is not 
provided, but accommodation at an affordable 
hotel, adjacent to the Shanghai Study Centre, 
can be arranged. The AA Visiting School 
requires a financial contribution of £495 GBP 
per participant, made payable to the 
Architectural Association School of 
Architecture. Fees do not include flights or 
accommodation.
 The workshop begins on Friday 14 
August 2009 and finishes with presentations 
of student projects on Saturday 22 August 
2008. It is an intensive studio-based 
programme, requiring full-time participation. 

 Contacts
Online:
aaschool.ac.uk/visitingschool/shanghai
Academic Coordinator: Tom Verebes
Global and Visiting School Coordinator: 
Sandra Sanna

Email: global@aaschool.ac.uk
Telephone: +44 (0)207 887 4014
Fax: +44 (0)207 414 0782
Architectural Association  
School of Architecture
36 Bedford Square, London WC1B 3ES

 AA Visiting School
The AA Visiting School is a worldwide 
network of design workshops and other events 
organised by the Architectural Association 
School of Architecture. The AA is the world’s 
most international school of architecture, with 
nearly 80 per cent of its 530 full-time students 
coming to London from 50 or more countries. 
By taking the AA’s acclaimed unit-based 
forms of teaching and public programme of 
lectures and events to regional settings and 
world cities, the AA Visiting School allows a 
global audience of participants to confront the 
major issues shaping architecture, design 
and urban cultures at the outset of the 21st 
century.
 If your school or organisation is 
interested in hosting a future AA Visiting 
School programme, please contact Brett 
Steele, AA School Director, for further 
information. More information about the AA 
School can be found online at aaschool.ac.uk.

AA Members can access a black and white and/or larger print 
version of print materials by going to the AA website 
at aaschool.ac.uk. Alternatively, contact the AA Membership 
Office by email on membership@aaschool.ac.uk or 
on +44 (0)20 7887 4076. For the audio infoline, please call 
+44 (0)20 7887 4111.
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